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IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 


Applicant: 
Application No: 
Filing Date: 
Entitled: 


Stephen Ritland 

10/060,905 

January 29, 2002 

Retractor and method for 
Spinal Pedicle Screw 
Placement 


Atty. Docket No: 101 896-246 (formerly 45 1 0-4) 


Group Art Unit: 3732 
Examiner: Cary E. O'Connor 


Certificate of Mailing (37 CF.R. 1 .8(a)) 


I hereby certify that this correspondence is being deposited with the United States Postal Service Post Office as first 
class mail in an envelope addressed to: Commissioner for Patents, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 on the 
date set forth below. 

By: 

May 13,2004 


Date of Signature and Mail Deposit 



Lisa J^iehaud, Reg. No: 44,238 


BOX AF 

Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 


AMENDMENT AND RESPONSE PURSUANT TO 37 CF.R. S1.116 


Dear Sir: 

In response to the final Office Action dated March 31, 2004, please amend the above -referenced 
patent application as follows: 

In the Claims 


Please amend the claims as shown starting at page 2 of this paper. 


